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Mainstreaming climate change agenda into higher and professional 
education in Belarus 

Maria Falaleeva, Elena Laevskaya & Halina Pilavets 
 
Climate change is a critical threat to the economy and society, and an important strategic factor 
for development. GHG emission reduction, transition to carbon-neutral economy, and climate 
change adaptation become essential elements of strategic thinking and planning. The 
understanding of the climate change and its impacts is an important competence for modern 
specialists, and a necessary element of life-long professional education. 
 
Nevertheless, mainstreaming climate agenda into higher education remains a challenge 
because: (1) the cross-disciplinary climate change knowledge does not correspond to subject-
oriented education and requires flexibility in teaching and university management; (2) the 
knowledge integration requires adaptation of information in different areas (climate science, 
climate finance, climate policy and law) to broader audiences; (3) it varies between the 
countries depending on the national political and economic agenda. 
 
In Belarus, low political importance of the climate agenda, coupled with low flexibility of the 
educational system, impedes the integration of climate topics in education. In the absence of 
national stimuli, international initiatives play an important role, supporting active national 
universities and lecturers. The first multi-disciplinary course on climate change has been 
developed by UNDP project “Environmental Security” (2015) and piloted in several 
universities as an extra-curriculum activity. The international interdisciplinary project “Baltic 
University Climate Change Curricula” supported by the Swedish Institute (2019-2020) allows 
continuing the efforts. 
 
This experience allowed identifying the gaps and needs for further steps, and to make practical 
suggestions for mainstreaming climate education into university curricula and additional 
education for the practitioners. The next steps include developing special courses and thematic 
modules for different specialities, trainings and networking for university teachers and students. 
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